Privacy Policy
Effective Date: September 21, 2026

1. Introduction
Welcome to Indigo Invitational ("Indigo Invitational", "we", "our", or "us"), operated
by Indigo Ink - Szabo, Ferjestedsveien 8, 1606 Fredrikstad, Norway.

The Indigo Invitational is an international, year-long denim competition celebrating
craftsmanship, personal expression and the evolution of raw denim through wear. Participants
submit monthly updates documenting the progress of their denim, creating a unique visual
record of their journey over the course of the competition.

We are committed to protecting your privacy and handling your personal information
responsibly, transparently and securely. This Privacy Policy explains what information we
collect, how we use it, who we share it with, how long we retain it, and the rights available to
you under applicable privacy laws.

Although Indigo Invitational is operated from Norway, the competition welcomes
participants from around the world. We therefore endeavour to process personal information
in accordance with internationally recognised privacy principles, including the European
Union General Data Protection Regulation ("GDPR") and other applicable data protection
laws where they apply.

By participating in the Indigo Invitational or using www.indigoinvitational.com, you
acknowledge that your personal information will be processed in accordance with this
Privacy Policy.

2. Information We Collect

Participation in the Indigo Invitational requires us to collect certain information so that we
can administer the competition fairly, verify entrants, document each participant's progress
and celebrate the global raw denim community.

The information we collect falls into the following categories.

A. Identity and Contact Information

When you register for the competition, we collect:

o First name and last name
o Email address

° Clty

o Country


http://www.indigoinvitational.com/

This information allows us to identify participants, administer the competition, communicate
with entrants throughout the competition year, and provide appropriate attribution where
competition content is published.

B. Competition Photographs

Competition photographs are the central feature of the Indigo Invitational and form an
essential part of participation.

Participants are required to submit regular photographic updates documenting the progress of
their denim throughout the competition year. These photographs are not collected solely for
administrative purposes—they constitute the primary content of the competition and enable
participants, judges, partners and the wider denim community to follow the evolution of each
pair over time.

By entering the Indigo Invitational, you acknowledge that the submission and publication of
regular photographic updates is a fundamental condition of participation and an essential
feature of the competition.

By submitting photographs, you acknowledge that they may be used for purposes directly
connected with the Indigo Invitational, including:

o displaying your competition progress on the Indigo Invitational website;

e publication on Indigo Invitational's official social media channels;

o editorial coverage by affiliated publications, including Denimhunters;

e updates provided to official competition partners concerning participants wearing
their products;

e educational and promotional material relating to the competition;

e documenting and preserving the history of the Indigo Invitational and the wider
culture of raw denim.

Where photographs are published, they may be accompanied by your name, city, country and
relevant competition information in order to identify your entry and provide appropriate

credit. Your email address will never be published for these purposes.

You should only submit photographs that you own or have the legal right to submit.

C. Competition Information

To enable fair judging and meaningful comparison between participants, we collect
information about the denim being entered into the competition, including:

e Denim brand
e Denim model
e Denim weight



e Wash frequency

This information forms part of your competition profile and may be published alongside your
submitted photographs.

D. Optional Profile Information
You may also choose to provide additional information, including:

o Instagram username or handle
o Biographical information
e Any other optional information you voluntarily submit

Providing this information is entirely optional. Where supplied, it may be displayed alongside
your competition entry to help introduce you to the Indigo Invitational community and to
provide additional context about your participation.

3. How We Collect Your Information

We collect personal information directly from you when you choose to participate in the
Indigo Invitational.

Information is collected when you:

o register for the competition;

e submit your monthly competition updates through our website or app;
e upload photographs and other competition materials;

e communicate with us by email or through our website;

e subscribe to our mailing list; or

o otherwise voluntarily provide information to us.

We may also collect limited technical information that is generated automatically when you
visit our website, such as server logs or security-related information necessary for the
operation and protection of the website. We do not intentionally collect information beyond
what is reasonably necessary to administer the competition and operate the website.

4. How We Use Your Information

We use your personal information only where it is necessary for the operation of the Indigo
Invitational and for purposes that are compatible with the nature of the competition.

Specifically, we use your information to:



Administer the Competition
This includes:

e registering participants;

e maintaining participant records;

e receiving and organising monthly submissions;
o verifying eligibility;

e communicating with participants;

e judging the competition;

e announcing winners; and

delivering prizes.

Publish Competition Progress

A defining feature of the Indigo Invitational is the public documentation of each participant's
denim throughout the competition year.

Accordingly, we may publish:

e your submitted photographs;

e your name;

e your city and country;

e your denim brand and model;

e your denim weight;

e your reported wash frequency; and

e any optional profile information you choose to provide.

This information may appear on:

o the Indigo Invitational website;

o Indigo Invitational social media channels;

 affiliated publications, including Denimhunters;

o official competition partner communications;

e promotional material relating to the Indigo Invitational; and
e historical archives documenting previous competitions.

We do not publish participants' email addresses or use them for public attribution.

Promote the Competition and Denim Culture

The Indigo Invitational exists not only as a competition but also as a project celebrating the
craft, history and global community surrounding raw denim.

Accordingly, submitted photographs and associated competition information may be used to:



o promote future editions of the competition;

e highlight participant achievements;

o illustrate the fade potential of particular pairs;

e illustrate educational content relating to raw denim; and
e document the ongoing history of the Indigo Invitational.

Whenever reasonably practicable, published photographs will be accompanied by appropriate
participant attribution.

Communicate with Participants
We use your contact information to:

e send competition announcements;

o remind participants about monthly submissions;

e notify winners;

e respond to enquiries;

o resolve technical issues;

o verify participant identity where necessary; and

e provide important information relating to the competition.

Mailing List

All competition entrants are added to the Indigo Invitational mailing list, which is managed
using Mailchimp.

The mailing list is used to send:

e competition updates;

e important administrative announcements;

o information about future competitions;

e newsletters;

e announcements relating to Indigo Invitational partners; and

o other information relevant to participants and the wider Indigo Invitational
community.

Y ou may unsubscribe from marketing communications at any time by using the unsubscribe
link included in our emails or by contacting us directly.

Please note that opting out of marketing communications does not prevent us from sending
essential administrative emails relating to your participation in the competition.

Fraud Prevention and Website Security



We may process personal information where reasonably necessary to:

e detect fraudulent entries;

e prevent abuse of the competition;

o investigate suspected breaches of the Competition Rules;
e protect the security of our website and systems; and

o comply with legal obligations.

Statistical Analysis
We may analyse competition data in an aggregated or anonymised form to better understand
participation trends, improve future competitions and produce reports about the Indigo

Invitational community.

Where reasonably possible, statistical reports will not identify individual participants.

S. Legal Bases for Processing

Where the GDPR or similar privacy laws apply, we process your personal information on one
or more of the following legal bases.

Performance of a Contract
We process personal information where necessary to administer your participation in the
Indigo Invitational, including receiving submissions, communicating with you, judging the

competition and awarding prizes.

Without this information, we would be unable to operate the competition.

Legitimate Interests

We also process personal information where necessary for our legitimate interests, provided
those interests are not overridden by your rights and freedoms.

These legitimate interests include:

e operating and improving the Indigo Invitational;

e documenting the history of the competition;

e celebrating and promoting raw denim culture;

e publishing participant submissions;

e providing appropriate attribution to photographers and participants;
e communicating with official competition partners;



e preventing fraud;
e protecting website security; and
e maintaining historical archives of previous competitions.

Before relying on legitimate interests, we consider the potential impact on participants'
privacy and seek to balance our interests with your rights.

Consent

Certain processing activities are based on your consent, including where consent is required
by applicable law for marketing communications or where you voluntarily provide optional
profile information.

You may withdraw your consent at any time. Withdrawal of consent will not affect the
lawfulness of processing carried out before consent was withdrawn.

Legal Obligations

We may process personal information where required to comply with applicable laws,
regulations, court orders or requests from competent public authorities.

6. Sharing Your Information

We do not sell your personal information.
We share personal information only where necessary to operate the Indigo Invitational,
administer the competition, fulfil our legal obligations, or promote the competition and the

wider raw denim community in accordance with this Privacy Policy.

Your information may be shared with the following categories of recipients.

Service Providers

We use trusted third-party service providers to assist in operating the Indigo Invitational.
These providers process personal information only on our behalf and only to the extent
necessary to provide their services.

These providers currently include:
o  WPForms, which facilitates the collection of competition entries and monthly

submissions through our website.
e Mailchimp, which manages participant communications and our mailing list.



Our website and associated services may also rely on reputable hosting, email, storage and
technical support providers. Where such providers process personal information on our
behalf, they do so under appropriate contractual obligations designed to protect your
information.

Competition Partners

Official competition partners may receive information relating to participants using or
representing their products.

This may include:

e your name;
e your country;

e photographs you submit;

o Instagram handles;

e details of the denim entered into the competition; and
e your progress throughout the competition.

We share only information reasonably necessary for partners to follow and celebrate
participants using their products as part of the Indigo Invitational.

Editorial and Media Partners

The Indigo Invitational exists to celebrate and document raw denim culture. As part of that
purpose, participant submissions may be shared with editorial and media partners for
publication in connection with coverage of the competition.

This includes affiliated publications such as Denimhunters.
Where submissions are published, we will ordinarily identify participants using their name
together with relevant competition information, such as their city, country and the denim

being documented.

We do not publish participants' email addresses.

Publicly Available Information

Because the Indigo Invitational is intended to document and celebrate participants' denim
journeys, certain information submitted as part of the competition is intended to become
publicly available.



This may include:

e submitted photographs;

e participant names;

e city and country;

e denim brand and model,

e denim weight;

o wash frequency;

e optional biography;

e optional Instagram username; and
e competition rankings or results.

Please consider this carefully before participating. Information that has been published
publicly may continue to exist in search engine indexes, social media posts, archived
publications or third-party websites even after it has been removed from our own website.

Legal Requirements

We may disclose personal information where we believe disclosure is reasonably necessary
to:

o comply with applicable laws or legal processes;

e respond to lawful requests from public authorities;

e protect our legal rights;

e investigate fraud or suspected misconduct;

o enforce the Competition Rules; or

o protect the rights, property or safety of participants, partners or the public.

7. International Transfers

The Indigo Invitational welcomes participants from around the world.

Accordingly, your personal information may be transferred to, stored in or accessed from
countries outside your country of residence, including countries whose data protection laws
may differ from those in your jurisdiction.

For example, personal information processed through Mailchimp or other service providers
may be stored or processed outside Norway or the European Economic Area (EEA).

Where we transfer personal information internationally, we take reasonable steps to ensure
that appropriate safeguards are in place, including, where required, the use of recognised
contractual safeguards or reliance on adequacy decisions or other lawful transfer mechanisms
available under applicable data protection laws.



8. Competition Photographs and Historical
Archive

The Indigo Invitational is more than an annual competition. It is an ongoing project
documenting the evolution of raw denim and preserving the stories of the people who wear it.

For that reason, participant photographs form an important historical record of each
competition.

Submitted photographs may be retained and displayed after the conclusion of a competition
as part of:

e historical competition galleries;

o archived participant profiles;

e editorial articles;

¢ educational resources;

e promotional material for future competitions;

e social media archives; and

e publications celebrating the history of the Indigo Invitational and raw denim culture.

We believe maintaining an accurate historical archive serves the legitimate interests of both
the Indigo Invitational and the wider denim community by documenting the progression of
competitions over time.

Where you exercise rights under applicable privacy laws, including requests for deletion, we
will consider those requests carefully and respond in accordance with applicable legal
requirements. In some circumstances, we may retain or continue to display limited historical
material where we have a lawful basis to do so, such as maintaining an accurate historical
archive, complying with legal obligations or protecting our legitimate interests, while taking
appropriate account of your rights and freedoms.

9. How Long We Keep Your Information

We retain personal information only for as long as reasonably necessary for the purposes
described in this Privacy Policy.

As a general principle:

e competition records are retained for the duration of the competition and for as long
thereafter as reasonably necessary to administer the competition and maintain its
historical record;

e participant photographs and associated competition information may be retained as
part of the Indigo Invitational's historical archive;



o mailing list information is retained until you unsubscribe or otherwise withdraw your
consent where consent is the applicable legal basis;

e correspondence is retained for as long as reasonably necessary to resolve enquiries,
disputes or legal issues; and

o information may be retained for longer where required or permitted by applicable law.

When personal information is no longer required, we will securely delete, anonymise or
otherwise dispose of it in accordance with our retention practices.

10. Protecting Your Information

We take the security of your personal information seriously and implement appropriate
technical and organisational measures designed to protect it against unauthorised access,
disclosure, alteration, loss or destruction.

These measures may include:

e secure website hosting;

e encrypted transmission of data where supported;

o restricted access to personal information;

e password-protected administrative systems;

o regular software and security updates; and

o limiting access to personal information to those who require it for the operation of the
Indigo Invitational.

While we take reasonable steps to safeguard your information, no method of transmitting
information over the internet or storing electronic data can be guaranteed to be completely
secure. Accordingly, we cannot guarantee absolute security.

11. Your Privacy Rights

Depending on your country of residence and the laws that apply to you, you may have one or
more of the following rights regarding your personal information.

These rights may include the right to:

e request access to the personal information we hold about you;

e request correction of inaccurate or incomplete information;

e request deletion of your personal information where applicable;

e request restriction of processing in certain circumstances;

e object to certain types of processing;

o withdraw consent where processing is based on consent;

e request a copy of your personal information in a portable format where required by
law; and

e lodge a complaint with a relevant data protection authority.



Not all rights apply in every jurisdiction, and some rights are subject to legal exceptions and
limitations.

Requests Relating to Competition Photographs

Because participant photographs form an integral part of the Indigo Invitational and
contribute to its historical archive, requests relating to published competition photographs
require careful consideration.

Where you request the removal or deletion of photographs or associated information, we will
assess your request in accordance with applicable privacy laws, taking into account factors
such as:

o the legal basis on which the information is processed;

o the public nature of the competition;

o the extent to which the material has already been published;

e our legitimate interest in maintaining an accurate historical archive of the
competition;

o the rights and interests of other participants; and

e any legal obligations requiring us to retain information.

Where we determine that removal is appropriate, we will take reasonable steps to remove the
material from websites and services under our control. We cannot guarantee removal of
material that has already been copied, republished, indexed by search engines or archived by
third parties beyond our control.

Exercising Your Rights

If you wish to exercise any of your privacy rights or have questions about how we process
your personal information, please contact us using the details provided at the end of this
Privacy Policy.

We may request reasonable information to verify your identity before responding to your
request.

12. Children's Privacy

The Indigo Invitational welcomes participants from around the world and is not specifically
directed towards children.



If you are below the age at which you can lawfully consent to the processing of your personal
information under the laws of your country or region, you should participate only with the
permission of a parent or legal guardian where required.

If we become aware that personal information has been collected in circumstances that do not
comply with applicable law, we will take appropriate steps to address the issue.

13. Cookies and Website Technologies

At the time of publication of this Privacy Policy, the Indigo Invitational website does not
intentionally use non-essential cookies or similar tracking technologies for advertising or
behavioural profiling.

The website may use technical or strictly necessary technologies required for its operation,
security and functionality.

Certain third-party services or embedded content may independently use cookies or similar
technologies. Where this occurs, the use of those technologies is governed by the relevant
third party's own privacy policy.

If our use of cookies or similar technologies changes in the future, we will update this
Privacy Policy accordingly and, where required by applicable law, seek your consent before
placing non-essential cookies on your device.

14. Third-Party Websites

Our website may contain links to third-party websites, publications or social media platforms.

This Privacy Policy applies only to the Indigo Invitational website and our own processing of
personal information.

We are not responsible for the privacy practices, content or policies of third-party websites or
services. We encourage you to review the privacy policies of any third-party websites you
visit.

15. Changes to This Privacy Policy

We may update this Privacy Policy from time to time to reflect changes to the Indigo
Invitational, our data processing practices, legal requirements or technological developments.



Where changes are material, we will take reasonable steps to notify participants by
appropriate means, such as through our website or by email where appropriate.

The "Effective Date" at the beginning of this Privacy Policy indicates when the current
version came into effect.

16. Contact Us

The data controller responsible for your personal information is:
Indigo Ink - Szabo
Ferjestedsveien 8

1606 Fredrikstad
Norway

Privacy enquiries: enquiries@indigoinvitational.com

If you have any questions about this Privacy Policy, wish to exercise your privacy rights, or
have concerns about how your personal information is handled, please contact us using the
email address above.

We will endeavour to respond to all legitimate enquiries within a reasonable time and, where
applicable law requires, within the timeframes prescribed by that law.


mailto:enquiries@indigoinvitational.com

